[Glomerulonephritis caused by acute serum sickness].
A 51-year-old male patient was treated for a rejection episode after kidney transplantation with horse antithymocyte globulin (ATG). Twelve days after the start of the ATG treatment he developed fever, arthralgia, purpura and acute renal failure. This clinical picture is characteristic of serum sickness, resulting from formation of antibodies to a foreign protein and development of immune complexes. Kidney biopsy revealed an endocapillary glomerulonephritis. Immune complexes probably develop in the mesangium and along the glomerular basal membrane through local formation and precipitation from the circulation. Spontaneous recovery is the rule.